


To the honorable W.T.Miller judge of the Circuit 
Court. oF ee County Vargania: 

Hunbly complaining your Oratrix Catherine Dingus,wno sues by yan te 
Herd,her next friend,will respectfully show to your Henorwbhat on the 
24th day of December 1884,she was united in marriage to one William 
Dingus,who was then a citizen of Lee County Virgin those and yaar 
said husband have continuously,for the last six years,lived in said 
County of Lee,until about the 25th day of October last when he the said 
William Dingus left her and went to the state od West Virginia where he 
has since resided as she is informed. Since the 25th of Octover last 
her said husband has paid her and his his family one Shomucwis it .Cone 
ing home on the 6th day of Yebpruary 1897,and remaining until the 16th 
day of the same month,on which last mentioned day he again left her, in 
forming her that he was then living with another woman and that he was 
going to return to her, and that he never intended again to live with 
your Oratrix,his legal wife. And since that time your Oratrix has been 
informed,and she believes truthfully, that her said husband haa gone 
theough some kind ofl marriage ceremony with said vwoman,whose name as 
she was informed by the said William is Eva Webb. 

Your Oratrix will now show your honor that she has always been to her 
said huspand a true,constant and loving wife,that she has at all Gimes 
seen obedient to him and has striven in every way known to her to Live 
agreeably with him and to male their home prosperous and happy. 

At the time of her marriage with the said William,sae your Oratrix 
ovned considerable property Tor a poor nountain girl,among which was 
a small put good tract of land containing some sixty or seventy acres 


situated in this county,household and kitchen furniture given to her 


by her mother since her said marriage as aforesaid tio or theee miich 


cows a pair of mules and some other horses,hogs sheep &c.all of which 
except the land and one cow and a small amount of household and kitchen 
Furniture her said husband has wasped sold and disposed of,and he is 
now threateneing to sell the renainder. She will now further show your 
honor, that when her said husband was in the county last February, that 
he leased or rented a part of her land,that since he went off she has 
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rented the residue,and that very lately she has been informed that her 


said husbe nas ¢é 
d husband has authorized and e 
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his father one James Dingus to sell the growing crop on said land,as 
well that which she leased as that which he leased himself when here as 
aSore sade and. via. Ne -is tallkdo threatening to-seil the cow,and few hogs 
sheep and ethen personal Areerey Wieweolr TS esta) - beg wo. ber .- Ala ot 
which property iS her owns or the increase: of her own:property. And if 
he does succeed in selling the same your oratrix and her little chil- 
dReR Willis pe Lekt in-a,Sui fering ‘and nelpless Condition. 

Your. Oper Wall imnew shew jour honor that shey has five children, the 
AISNE Ors ane Margtage oeLween her and) whe. sacd Willtan,the, oldest, ef 
Which is -6leyecneand the goungest three wweedrs old, aillwof whem are new 
Wagon, hem, pw ber sald husbands threawensng To come -to wWuirginia, and 
tare then away £ceom her. 


YOur “Otader ley wal nov shom your hones taat- her, sad, pusvand has: been 


extremely unkind to her, frequenit& very abusive and and violent with her, 


he has several times whipped her severely,and has more than once threat 
Cnewaue. ka 1 bhew. tOng is hast “pai eet he was very abusive and very threat 
ening ,and when here then he sold m one pr of ties and some hogs and 
cattle and took of fuwith him two head 'of horses,all the property of 
VOW, GCeiLr ix 5.) Cay Ling her as before stated almost destitute. 

Your Oatrix charges that her said husband has abandoned her,that he is 
living in open and notorious adultery with the said iva Webb,that she 
has not connived at or consented to said adultery or adulterous inter- 
course, baat hefsaid husband is not a fit person to have the custoa@y of 
TA Garr eee Chast een; Chicks woe 1S threatening to. sellyan@a if not nesitral 
ed, will Stet denc hy dine remainder of her property including the growing 
Crop ae land and that she is so much in fear of him that she is ke 
helpless to protect herself without the aid of a court Os LChancory, 
now the object of this bill is to obtain a divorce from the vonds of 
matrimony now existing between her and.her said husband William Dingus 
to have her children decreed to her sole custody,free from thesinter ter 
ence of the said William thier father,and to have him enjoined and “res = 
Pra lmcay- Tron selling or in any wise disposing o€ the growing crops on 
her lands or the rents thereof and all other personal property still 
owned by her, and to this end she makes the said William Dingus the 


party derendant to this bill and she: prays that he may be required to 


w 
anser the CLL re r 2 ms “- : 
3 Same,and that on a final hearing that the ponds of matrimon 
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heretofore and now existing between her and the sald William Dingus be 
dissolved,that she be given the custody of their children,free from the 
interference of thier said father,that he*%said husband the said William 
Dingus be enjoined and inhibited from removing or in any way interferin 
with said children until the final disposition of this suit and that 

he and all other persons be enjoined and inhibited fron se lang oa whim a, 
anywise disposing of the remaining personal preperty Left torner “as 
well as the crop growing upon her land and if nistalen in any wise in mm, 
her special prayer then she prays for full general rebtef. 


May Spa. issue é&c. 
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Vinginia, Lee County to vat: 
This day Catherine Dingus personally appear 
ed before me A.B.Munsey Clerk of the Circuit Gourt of Lee County and 


made oath that the facts stated in the froegoing bill,which are stated 


upon her own information are true,and those stated upon information de- 


rived from others she believes to be true. Given under my hand this 


the 26th day of June 1897. 
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es ADeieti dimnt 


personally appeared 


..Clerk of the said Court, 


and being duly sworn, made oath that Vi 2th iar 


defendant in the said suit we, not @- resident 


Given under my hand has Clerk of the said Court, this o% OF day of. 
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And an affidavit having been made and filed that the defendant \/ / 244A 








ae ALA... not resident of the State of Virginia, it is ordered that. mya —0 appear here within fifteen aks 


after due publication hereof, and do what may be necessary to Photsere eae in inthis suit dit is further 
ordered that a copy hereof be published once a week for four weeks in the La 
xt m of the 


and that a copy be pose at the front decor of the court-house of this ye on ey ‘st day of the ne 


a court. Pi * A copy—Teste: 


472, VAs ALBA Clerk, 








Southwest Virginian, ) 
Jonesviile, Va. § 


S fre Cominonive althr o of Micqinia, 
AO) ( 


To he Sheriff of the Cownty of Lee Gre 


We command yoy to sumameomw s/t 


to appear at the Clerk’s office of our Circnit Court _ the € ee of Lee. at the court~house chert at ‘ue 


“ to answer 
a 9 exhibited against. qian vo. in our court byq. 


And have then there this writ. 


Witness, A. B. MUNSEY, Clerk of our said courtxat the court-house, the ge a. day of _ 


A copy—Teste: 
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N CHANCERY. 
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_.. Rules. 


CIRCUIT COURT. 





Southwest Virginian, e 
Jonesville, Va. 
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2... QrafilA a: 


oe ene ewes et eens 


To the Sheriff of the Cownty of Lee Oe 


We command you to summoni£{ cece 


And have then there this writ. 


Vitness, A. B. MUNSEY, Clerk of oursaid court-at the court-house, the Be 4 day of 


A copy—tTeste: 
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IN CHANCERY. 


CIRCUIT COURT. 
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Dakiddord editors of the SouTH- 
WES VIRGINIAN, & weekly news- 
paper published at J onesville, 
Lee county, Va., do hereby cer 
tify that the annexed notice 


was published in said paper 
once a week for four successive 


weeks, commencing on the 


We, A. M. Goins and W. i. - 


Virgimia— :In the Clerk’s Office 
of the circuit court of the county of 
Lee on the 13th day of Sept., 1897. 
Catherine Dingus, Plaintiff, 
against 
William Dingus, Defendant. 
IN CHANCERY. 
The object of this suit is to obtain 
a decree dissolving the bonds of 
‘matrimony heretofore contracted | 
and now existing between the plain 
tiff and the defendant. And an alfi~ 
davit having been made and filed 
that the defendant, “Villiam Dingus, 
is not a residant of the State of 
Virginia, it is ordered that he do 





; appear here within fifteen days after 


due publication hereof, and do what 
may be necessary to protect his in- 
terest in this suit. And it is fur- 
ther ordered that a copy hercof be 
published once a week for four 
weeks in the Southwest Virginian 
and that acopy be posted at the 
front door of the court house of this 
county on the first day of the next 
term of the county court 
A copy—Teste : 

A.B. MUNSEY, Clerk. 
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